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About Platform of Vocational Excellence 

Water 
 

As you are aware of, the water sector is facing many challenges, from recruiting new students and 

staff, to retraining employees and sharing training facilities. In the EU funded project Platform of 

Vocational Education Water, we are bringing together education providers and employers in the 

water sector to find concrete solutions to these issues. 

PoVE Water is an EU cooperation, initiated by the Centre of Innovative Craftmanship Water (CIV 

Water) and funded with support from the European Commission. CIV Water was founded in 2011 as 

one of the first Centres of Innovative Craftmanship in the Netherlands and is, led by VET institute 

Friesland College and Aeres, a joint initiative of educational partners, industry and (semi) 

government in the water sector in Friesland. 

 

 

 

Pilot PoVE Water aims to:  

¶ Ensure that VET is at the forefront of research and technological developments in the water 

sector; 

¶ Ensure that current and future water sector professionals have the work attitude, knowledge 

and competences that the rapid changing EU water industry demands; 

¶ Identify the existing and emerging labour market needs and enhance the responsiveness of 

initial and continuing VET systems to these needs; 

¶ Promote synergies, cooperation and cross-fertilisation. 

 

 

 

Main outputs of the project will be:  

 

https://www.povewater.eu/
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Wetsus Congres 
 

From October 4-5, 2021, the annual Wetsus congress will take place in Leeuwarden, United Nations 

Innovating City for water technology. 

In plenary sessions on Monday October 4, the theme will be addressed from an international context 

and from the sustainable innovation perspective. Tuesday October 5 is all about science. The parallel 

ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ²ŜǘǎǳǎΩ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ 

aƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ²Ŝǘǎǳǎ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ƘŜǊŜΥ https://www.wetsus.nl/events/wetsus-

congress/  
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About the Vocational Excellence training  
 

PoVE Water offers their partners a training on Vocational Excellence in the Water sector. A parallel 

program for students and teachers/triple helix stakeholders is offered, ensuring that not only 

students learn and practise about the challenges of the water sector, also teachers and stakeholders 

experience an approach of Vocational Excellence in Water related education. The PoVE Water 

consortium decided to have a teacher training in Leeuwarden to share with the PoVE Water partners 

and their stakeholders how CIV Water deals with Vocational Excellence in Leeuwarden and how we 

educate our future and current Water sector professionals.  

 

Learning objectives 

 

Learning objectives for students are:  

¶ Students will understand the relation between different types of water in  the 

environment  

¶ Students have insight in environmental processes, more particularly in 

wastewater treatment and biochemistry. 

¶ Students will understand how discharge of some pollutants will affect the aquatic 

environment  

¶ Students are able to do laboratory experiments with water treatment systems. 

¶ Students will understand and can build up a simple lab scale wastewater 

treatment system   

¶ Students can make a basic program for a programmable logic controller (Arduino) 

¶ Students are able to perform simple analyses in water to assess the water quality 

¶ Students get insight in the microbiological and ecological world in water and 

sludge 

¶ Students will learn to use English written study materials and can communicate in 

an interdisciplinary and internationally context 

¶ Students can present performances of wastewater treatment systems for other 

students 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Learning objectives for teachers/triple helix stakeholders are:  

¶ Learn about how Vocational Excellence is organised in Leeuwarden and what was 

the learning process of CIV Water.  

¶ Learn how initial (Vocational students) and continuous education (Water sector 

professionals) can be combined. 

¶ Get to know innovative learning materials that you can use in your own 

educational institute;  

¶ Realise the importance of triple helix cooperation for the Water sector. 

¶ Learn about the concept of the Hybrid teacher in Vocational Education. 

¶ Get to know the wastewater treatment in the region (site visit). 

¶ Learn about the pilot infrastructure of the Water Application Centre (job 

shadowing/site visit). 

 

The programme 
 

The 10- day programme includes a mix of inspiration, knowledge development, practise, company 

visit and team building activities. A preliminary programme is given on the next page and in the 

attachment. 

  

https://wateralliance.nl/en/members/water-application-centre-wac/


 

 

 














